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The Abraham Lincoln Book Shop in Cl'gicago is as much museum as bookstore, with authentic photographs of Lincoln and documents signed by him among its large collection. Rare books and first editions
protected bet!md glass, but recent publications are available as well. Opened in 1933 as the Home of Books, it was taken over and renamed in 1938 by Ralph G. Newman and frequented by Carl Sandburg




Anot

er pa

by o

e in Lincoli’s

g,*"‘» r‘\*?M(ZW

Chlcago bookstore bears his name, spawned Civil War round—table group:

By James A. Percoco
‘SPECIAL TO THE vummn THES

one of the Luwoln boys To the
leﬂ of the bed, on a large

nyone who ls reall
tbekxwwabdutme lvxl
War or. oln, knowa
boutthe
coln Book Shop'in
One can ﬁndthe bwkahop in
its fifth
Chicago Ave inthe verNorth
nexghborhood on the Near

North Side, nine b west.of
Michigan Avenue Bhd the' old
water-punping on that sur-
vived the Great Fire of

Chicago
1871. Tt's one block west of the
Chicago Transit Authority’s
Brown Line elevated train,
Opening the door, visitors
‘enter a portal to a world far re-
moved in time and spacefmm

uf Books u was | u&n over and
renamed

Nawman and
Carl San

ngted bio f 8 5.
anf{vﬁ%:‘x;fr Shermsaxsx

mmphad 7

‘into:the

Newman, cgn nuing the bool
shop's rich: tion and own
brand of history.

"The shop’s famous trademark:
hat-anx(‘i;umb‘reugt ‘1ogo. came
Brace, which’ p‘!bhshed Mx:
Sandburg Luwoln “book “Tha

put out & smiall ud-

vmis pﬁn mwmmea at - Lincoln, inc]
ing . pampl oln,

own right, the Abraham Lin-
coln Book Shiop holds a'singular
place in Civil War memory. Itis
the cradle of the Civil War
round-table movement, Mr.
Newman's brainciild. Civil War -
aficionados meet monthly to*
converse among therselves and
with writers; ot uniike gather-
ings of the old Grand Army of
the Republic. 3
msgun in-1942, Civil War
tables grew fmmmm
national phenomenon thavcon-
tinuigs to expand ds a result of
the unbclievable 11 the vaﬂ
War and Abraham
: on the imaginations ofpeople
worldwide, Lhemters in, the
United States, both,
north and solith of the Mason-"
Dixon Line.

Gallery of greats

One must ring the front door-
bell of the turn-of-the-20th-cen-
tury building with a modern
glass front to gain entry into a
shop that is moéa Museun |

cove sits a bed that b longed to

in 1938 by Ralph G.
tm ont pd .

tal, is & 4~ to S-foot plaster-

cdst Lincoln portrait bust by
seulptor Avardolé‘axrbaﬁnkx

manner pam ngs, lith-

«graphs and framed documents

Hang on the 14-foot-high painted

plxsn.r walls, Included among

thie gallery of greats arg.
ggztographs of “Buffalo l"
y, George Armstrong Custer
ard Robert Anderson, the Union
commander of Fort Sumter,
ach offset in a decorative
beneatbwhxch is the sub-

ture or autograph.

An S engraving by artist
“Alexander Ritchie based on
- Francis Bicknell Carpenter’s
“The First Reading -of the
Emancipauon Proclamation”
e. walls. Behind
Acabl etambmnzew
qﬁons of Paill Manship’s
colr' the Hoosler Youth,” a
e mask of Llnooln byn{;eonard

haro Lincoln” (Bissel’s original
scnlpture isin Edmburgh ot-.
ove; the: grave, ‘of Scots

umerous bronze and mar-

md\ e busts oflmmln&t;cg back
; perches. ronze
“reduction of Daniel Chester

“ftom their.
Prenchs seated-“Lincoln” sits

‘ona shelf. Accenting a corneris:
. John Rogere’ famous decorative

tabletop parlor 1 p:ecc the “The

: Counci of War" -»-fhetrmmw-

te of Lincoln, Secretary of War
Edwm M Sxanton and Gen.
sses §: Graat, unfortunately
})nﬂZned battleahip gray.
A signed: letter ‘from- Presi-
g‘agtmeodorex?oscvem}laum
2 ignature of Mark Twain
‘geemingly signed

usider protective glass, Numer-
ous authant‘ﬁ:d&hmoamphs of

November'
1863 image taken by Alexander
Gardner, known as the Gettys-
burg meoln ethereally watch
over the shop.

A 20th-century photograph
and signature of Chief Justice
Earl Warren augment those. of

olit, How fitting to: discover
in a store named for the Great
Enwmlpamr an original item of
the: chief justice who handed
down the 1954 Brown vs. Topeka
Board of Education decision de- -
<laring unconstitutional the doc-
rine of separite but equal.

Cozy ambience

Thrée bays of handcrafted
.-maple, bookshelves flank the
. center gisle, from the two-toned
burgundy-and-gray carpeted

r to the ceiling, complete
a browsing areamtherear
fe shelves hold an agsortment

‘rare books, first editions and
a host of recent publications,
thoughnot all deal with Lincoln
and the Civil War.

;- The full range of 19th-cen-
~fury American history can be
found. Like a mini-Fort Knox,
the shop protects rare books be-
' hind glass shutters. A rich,

warm, old-time bookshop feel--

ing combined with a museum-

like atmiosphere make for a ¢ozy,
yet professional ambience.

For $15,000, one can pur: -
chase, encesed in a: double-’
:ggedgmfmme.anenuredw

t g on-June 1, 1863,
Lincoln, pardoning "Jacob
rrer of western Virginia of

any crimes he may have com-
. mitted. Here, in IZnéoln’a own
baridwyiting, is :
on'misj,, A. Lincoln” -
ssems to float upward and outof

yeésterdayare: -

The shop's famous trademark hat-and-umbrella logo came from
Qan ‘Sandburg and represents Lincoln's clreuit-riding days,

the frame.

Varuer, the father of 10 chil-
dren, was pardoned as.the evi:
dence against him was suspect.
This:document brings to mind
Lincoln's 1862 pardon of all but-
33 Sioux Indians responsible for
the Sioux Uprising in Min-
‘nesota. In an effort to ensure
“that only lhejmlty would'be ex-

Lincoln spelled out pho-

' muuﬂythanamaleechofme

ned. To énsure that no
mismkes wereé made in the trau-

*.. seription.of the names, Lincoln

satwith'a War Department tele-
<graph officer ‘as_he submitted
them across the telegraph wires.
~Across: from r pars
don isadocument for his
fellow" - Tilinoisian, ' Elmer
Elisworth, an almost surrogate
son who was shotand killed gfter
removing a C‘onfade.rate flag |
from the.roof 6f & hotel in Aléxan- *
dria, The document, dated in Lin-
. coln’s handwriting Nov. 19,1860, -
“reads: “Dear Sir, I take great
pleasurs
graph. Your friend, A. Limoln"

‘Expert a

Kiown worldwide,
ham Lincoln l?vbokShop and the
fully beardddidMr. Weinberg sell
‘altof these items orithe interna-
 tional market. Mr. Weinberg is
"a first-generation American
whose &:mnu came to the
United States in the early 1920s,
his fatheér from the Ukraine and
his rosther from Poland, .
The firm has an international,
repumuonaswpeminmebuy-
ing, -selling, appraisal and au-
thentication: of historical, Hier-
ary, artistic. and - museumn
‘properties. The Abraham Lin- -
coln Book Shop Inc. tmszu.wdas
aconsultantin the assembling
some of the major colicchunsin
the United States, both public -
and private, representing
‘both privately and at auction.
'l‘he firm has'conducted ap--
raisals for libraries, museums,
cm\pmnesand
grivatbe col}ecﬁo%% Mr: Ereind
erg buys from Sotheby's an
Christie’s. An author and noted:
authority on Lincoln,
bergisa dxtecwrofi‘henmxn
Forum and the Abraham Lin-’
coln Association and is a mem-
‘berof the official advisory board
to the federal Abraham in
Bicenmxmial;()onurﬁm.

All kinds of things .

A relaxed and casual Mr.
Weinberg liles to talk about his
partmular mtet'ests ‘and what
he buys and sells.

I ﬂnd

of uﬂ:erest’gﬁa%s

often forget about theé war, and
nmw people seem 1o forget
al

ingivmsywmyamn~~

to round tables, historical soci-
eties and schools about the ma-
terial that comes into miy hands”
He says with zeal, Evew
thing that comes to-me I likg to

-make come- alive. We- sell wil

kinds of things. I once had a table
- from the room in the McLean
House where Lee surrendered 1o,
Grant. It had once been owned
by Secreta?'ofchavy Gideon
Welles qin
which El
wrote the terms of surreuder

“I also had in my possessiotf
onice theorigingl onder.to cal

e

out theexecution of the me:?; :

conspirators, written by the
hangd of Edward Townsend, the,

assigtant adjuuut general~ A

‘photograph-of the actual hang-
mg, and the ariﬁmal photo-
hs used: to.d John

W Boothrand David Herold
atthe Garrett farm in Virginia/
“Anartifacthe says he wishes
he ‘eoffld get back is Lincolns
first elective signature, that of’
the Lincoln" who-had beep
elocted by his friends to derve as.
captain of the militia during the
" Black Hawk War signed, “A.

Lincoln, Captain.”.
e bncobaectwnhwlnckhemi&

Hever Elm is-a signatyre in
which ncoln has misspeﬂed

his name. “This proves,” Mr.
‘Weinberg says, “Lincoln ‘was
human and not a god.”

Portralt busts

As Mr. Weinberg talks about
Lincoln's image in public sculp-
ture, one senses that the as:
sorted Lincoln busts posedon g
shelf behind him listen intently.
These tabletop Lincolns
to be holding audience.
‘statues of Lincoln work better
“for him than others, “
‘Bissell's” he declares exci
“ig my !avome

Directly behind him is s copy
of the head on & statue in Edin-
‘burgh; ‘a duplicate stands i
_Claremont, Iowa. Thia-portrait
depicts Lincoln thh snnken

in shadows, a stem an detaf
mmed look on his face,
- *T have a small reproduction
of the standing figure. It makes
Lincoln accessible. T also' like
the Avard Fairbanks plaster in
front of the store. The Lincoln
Savings and Loan Company: of
Berwm Hlinois, purchased the
’ﬂ‘“ﬂ marble.-They are now
ct, and the marble was
sold privately. I aiso really like
the *Four Ages of Lincoln, lo-
. cated in Ford's Theatre."
-Those portrait busts by Fair-
banks convey the physical and
mharent spiritual growﬂxomw
Gt president from hig fron-
her youthfulness to his role as
‘chief executive,

'mnot sure that -, Mr. Weinberg finds_Lincoln

: you can separate the two. How- Vfar more accesmble than the

evenmymmmmstsmme
of the
i1 “inf em

Tounding Fathers, “Lincoln 1o’
- like George Washington, wht
was'a. cold ﬂgm‘e yet-impor

Mewendarwmwmmlk tant” he says. “People can s&

wa§ ﬂw 1able on
S aide

Lincoln as one of us, who rose
because of his inner genius, yet
he remains one of us. He was
not from aristocracy and did
not become an aristocrat. Peo-
plehad access 1o him during the
war, when he lived in the White
House. He allows us in.

“When he was young, Lincoln
would listen to adults talk and
then go to his room and, as he
said, ‘Bound it north and south.
Bound it east and west, turning
it over in his mind until he un-
derstood it and then {would] be
able to impart it to others. The
Gettysburg Address, tor in-
stance, i8 short and pithy, but it
allows us to emote. We can un-
derstand the ideation of Lincoln
and then emote with it”

Not a god

One of Mr. Weinberg's: fa-
vorite Lincoln tales tovk place
long after his passing.

“Sometime before the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, I read
anarticle in the New York Times
where the Soviets conducted a

poll among their citizenry 4510 |

who they thought were the top
100 most influential people in
history. First ou the list were the
usual communist_reprobates,
Marx, Engels and Lenin,

“The first Westerner to show up
was Lincoln at number 36. Nuny
ber 35 bad been a tie between
Jesus and (Nikita] Khrushchew.
Its Lincoln's verbiage. His talk
about freedom, liberty and anti-
slavery reverberates with people,
J\Maﬁmel)echmnmof Indepen-
‘dence did in France”

Regarding the more recent
potshots by Lincoln debunkers,
particularly Lerone Bennett’s
book “Forced Into Glory: Abra-

"ham Lincoln’s White Dream,”

which argues that Lincoln was a
white supremacist who did not
have the interest of blacks at
heart, Mr. Weinberg says:
should not be censoring. Thar‘s
not what we do in the book-
dealer business. So 1 have sold it.
“However, [ think Bennett
twists history. He uses Lincoln's
words against him. His interpre-
tations are faulty in trying 1o
place Lincoln into the 21st cen-
lury We can’t place our values
fmn Lincoln, 1 think, had
f’ee ings of equality for all
mankind. That not to say that
Lincoln would have necessarily
wanted his sister 1o marry a
black man. His father, Tom,
often gets a bad rap, but ] think
Lincoln developed his anti-slav-
ery views from his father, wl
Baptist church broke into two
factions over the issue of slav-
ery, Lincoln joining the faction
that condemnned slavery.
“Bennett is trying o run in a
direction that has his own ax to
grind, but I think he misreads
hn:mry badly. 1 think Lincoln
felt more equal to blacks than
Andrew Johngon did. But Lin-
coln was not a god; that's why 1
own the misspetled Lincoin.”
Jumes A. Percoco, who
teaches history at West S
fietd ngh School in Fa:rfax
County, is history educator in res-
idence, at American University
and o member of the advisory
board to the Abraham Lincoln
Bicentennial Commission. His
forthcoming book, “My Summers
With Lincoln: An Odyssey
Through America’s Monumental
Mania With the Sixteenth Presi-
dent,” will be published in Febru-
ary by Fordham University Press.
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